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before his schemes were ready, and George I, the son of
Sophia of Hanover, who had died a few months earlier
became king without resistance.

The Jacobites were bitterly disappointed. Anne they
had accepted since she was a Stewart, but George I,
though he had as much Stewart blood in him, had spent
all his life in Germany, and indeed was so much a
foreigner that he could not speak English. They began
at once to meditate rebellion.                                          !

The Highlands was clearly the most promising place
The to begin.  Thither the Earl of Mar went, and under pre-
: tence of a grand hunting-party, assembled the chiefs of
most of the clans and appointed a day for gathering. Mar:
found the Highlanders as ready as ever to fight, but he
himself was no general.   He occupied Perth, but he lay
there for months doing nothing instead of falling on the
royal army under Argyll, which was far smaller than his,
The only move he made was to send a division of High-,
landers  under  Macintosh  across  the   Forth.     These
threatened Edinburgh, but failed to take it.   Then they,
marched southward and joined a small body of rebels;
raised by Forster on the border, and Kenmure from!
Dumfriesshire.  After much doubt this handful, number-!
ing at most 3000 men, some even without swords, re-;
solved to invade England.   They met with no support,
No  one would join a cause that looked so hopeless.

England, rj-tj^y ^^^^ Preston, but were there surrounded by the
king's forces under Carpenter and Willis. With the
courage of despair they beat off the first attack, but as the
town was burning around them they were driven to
surrender.
This was an utter failure, but it becomes almost

Battle of glorious when we  compare it with the  contemptible
" doings of Mar.   With 9000 men, a far larger force than
ever Montrose handled, he at last made up his mind to